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STYLE & Storage

As clients look for personalized kitchen spaces with specific
functions, cabinets play an expanded design role
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‘The resuls of a new Freedonia industry price point of
forecast indicates a positive market for cabi- stock cabinets compared to semi-custom and  persndinecom

netry. In 2026, demand for kitchen cabinets
is projected to rise nearly 3% annually to $21

custom units.

billon,
‘This growth will be bolstered by significant
‘moderation in prices for lumber and associated

00d materials, 2 welcome change from the
inflation- and supply chain-related highs that
occurred in 2021 and 2022.

According to the study, these gains will be
supported by two scctors. A -
scale construction, including new multi-family
projects and conversion of commercial proper-
ties to residential use in select urban markets),
is underway. Also, homeowners are investing.
‘more n home improvement projects and opting
for high-end materials, using cabinets ~ in the
kitchen and in other rooms — as both acsthetic
and functional elements of their residences.

AFRAMELESS FUTURE.
-

abacisplash o cubbies it
poroaedshotmatldors.

recdonia reports
gaining popularity as an alternative to face-
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‘more than twice as fast as that for face-framed.
cabinets. Installations of frameless kitchen cab-
inets will be boosted by design trends, which
have lately gravitated toward open kitchens with
clean, modern

Another reason for the predicted rise of fra-

‘With the business outlook for the cabinctindus-
try promising, what's happening on the design
side? In it just-released *2024 Kitchen Trends
Report,”the National Kitchen & Bath Associa-
tion calls out some of the changes underway. In-
creasing use of olor — specifically, warm neutral
tones in pigments as well s
o simple, clean-lined designs are the top tech-
iques to achieve a welcoming, wellness-aware
ambiance.

‘While cabinet door styles are leaning toward
‘moden, flat-panel designs and the *slim Shaker"
ook, designers are noting that homeowners are
becoming more adventurous i their quest for a
personalized kitchen -~ and cabinets playa central
rolein achicving that goal.

“Our lients have been more willing to push
traditional style boundaries in their kitchen
cabinets,” said Kafié Bacon, CKBR, residen-
tial designer for Dallas-based Kitchen De-
sign Concepts. “We have primarily scen this
through the inclusion of arched cabinet doors
and two-toned cabinets. The inspiration that
clients find on social media reassures them
that pushing traditional style boundaries is a
possibility and leads to more unique and indi-

creasingly ftted with frameless units, meaning
thatover i

using this type of abinct when they upgrade or
remodel ther kitchens and homes.

Athird factoridentified by Freedonia fvoring
frameless cabinets is their generally lower cost,
‘which is an important consideration not only
for budget-conscious consumers but also h
builders whoare often guided by the bottom line.

In the NKBA study, 43% of respondents indi-
cated that all-white kitchens were slipping in
populasity. This was bolstered by the 30% who
anticipated an uptick in wood-look and natu-
ral materials as well as the inclusion of colorful
cabinets, which was mentioned by 179 of those
surveyed.
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